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Ján Gajdušek: What 
is your opinion on the 
crisis of masculinity 
which you reference in 
your Fuj Tajxl!!! video?



JG: How do you depict 
the character of the 
devil contextually?

JG: Have you ever been 
under hypnosis?

JG: The Fuj Tajxl!! vi-
deo features the devil’s 
mouth as a medium of 
enchantment which 
brings us under notional 
hypnosis or into altered 
state of consciousness…

JG: Do any other artists that you follow take this 
approach, too? It occurs to me that some artists 
at the end of 19th century, such as the symbolists, 
were able to mediate an immersion into the 
visualised inner self.



JG: I would like to get back to the video title. 
You said that by using the expression “fuj tajxl” 
(ew yuck), an imaginary boundary or distance is 
created as are two worlds which are divided by  
a chasm, a point of nothing. How did you come up 
with that? Is it based on personal experience or are 
you alluding to a more general problem which you 
see as a part of conservatism or patriarchal way of 
perceiving the other?



JG: Could you tell 
me something more 
about your costume 
and scenographic 
work? What is your 
approach concerning 
specific narratives of 
performances or plays?

JM: I enjoy making people doubt their senses to give them the impression that 
the senses are not absolute as there is the extra sensory perception. It is all about 
the experience of the spatial situation. It is the idea of the psycho space (a space 
which is not experienced through senses but through psychological language – 
images). This may be why I create videos as it allows me to reconstruct the psycho 
space, meaning the world where physics does not work. What I have never liked 
about the theatre scenography were especially the technicality and utility, which 
may not be its conditions but still represent preconditions that define it. My work 
is based on certain ideas and theatre plays are based on texts which are essential 
for me. So, I read and circle the words which catch my interest somehow and I draw 
specific situations during my first reading which plays the biggest importance for 
me. This is how I do everything in my praxis. I use graphics and images to create 
storyboards which encapsulate the plot. My videos are created in a similar fashion 
as I use drawings to create several levels of the plot and, based on my vision, I try 
to materialize in a manner which may be completely contextually different from 
the situation contents. It is a method of theatre scenography which is too physical 
for my taste. I am more interested in inner experiences, which also concerns my 
installation. When an illusion takes place and our senses are shaken, the extra 
sensory perception and other space perceiving take hold.

JG: So, your approach to costume making is similar 
to your approach to videomaking? Meaning you 
have to create it in a physical way and then make it 
less physical in postproduction…

 
Jan Matýsek: Fuj Tajxl!! 
Stick Your Finger Through the Death.
	  
8. 12. 2022 — 5. 2. 2023

Exhibition curator: Ján Gajdušek
Based on a proposal by Eva Riebová
Production: Petra Widžová, Alena Brošková

JM: Yes, and this is why I enjoy images which come 
back from the beyond-real dimensions into those real 
and material ones. Generally speaking, I see the virtual 
world or digital form as parallels to the unconscious 
or the psychological.
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